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He Obſervation” 5 this Feaſt hath no warrant | 
in ehEholy Scriptures, for we eunnot find that it 
' was erer domman jed or practiſed, either byChriſt | | 
Himſelfe, his Apoſiles, or Apoſtolicall men, we | 
read how that Heyod kept his birth day, but not | 
ene any where thät our Saviour or his eg did | 
eepe his, which if be had; in likely wu 
tentioned as well as the other: So that the Feaſt of 2 — 
it beſt Kan be bur a humaine inſtitution ;- or at worſt ( and the 
worſt | 0 1 „ Which God could 
f | dk viee,both for man- 
dall 3; and ris great reaſon 
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for commemorating great mercies, as the 

: Ont Wh of ivenlland other dupe Sof 
alwe a rhat God himſelf bach appoit. | 
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„ which is is the Firſt day of the week 
Lords Day; much then! 
K ds time that put it can bee 
5 and4 trenching upor Gods Di- 
$Þ bis 3 arid or threſholds, 


hare ok on the e apt that the d 


ay which God 
ordained for the memoti was not ſuffi L we 
ſhould adde another, or a fitter time N making our ſelves 


wiſer then God in this n 

I 1, We know kot he Hay, nor at what 1 nas of the year Chriſt 
Was bom, ſo that we are very even led in ſetting our devotion 
fo pudctually upon 25.0f Bann! erz for neither the Scriptute 


nor any authenticall human writer, do give us the leaſt aflorance 


yon. 


ativity : The 


e time 190 
ns th, de 


that this was t r about 
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uried in an unknown 
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Aials ai moet imitat ion Al avs re dd Featheni ple 

who had a Feſtival called Saturnalia,or Bac » confiſti 

twelve Done rhe +. dedicated to thoſe i Idol Gods, nad 
otion and Sacrificing to thoſe | 


Bacchw, which were ſpent in 5 'b 

ed over with the pretence of 
Dietyes: Thus have wee learned and followed their wayes 
contrary to Dent. 18. 9. Tis moſt vertaine that the time gf our 
Chriſtmas Feſtival is the fame with theirs, for as they kept ſix 
dayes of che old year, and fix dayes of the new rfo' 99 875 
a8 they ſpent thoſe tyelve dayes loRiot; Exceſſe, and ga 
do we; and as they preterided Religion and piety to Their: be 
Baches or Satwrne, inthe obſervation of thoſg dayes, ſo do we 
Devotion to the memory of our Saviour Chriſt in the 
them, ſo thut upon the matter there is nothipg changed 
a — Feaſt, from What it was ir the dayes of Paga- 
niſmen The time of the year is the face, the number of dayes al- 
lotted to this Feaſt the ſame, the cuſtoms and practiſes upon theſe 
days the fame, ſurely 
hand, nor Jefus Chriſt 

IVV, rede 2 

1 who) are 75 Ze 


by Rams par ayes N and pl ſo ſtrongly for it, 1 
we mind them well, we ſhall finde them to be cone of the beſt, 
nor to be 2 — 1 piety, The Pa pilts 
generally are extreamly addicted to the ſolemn keeping of cit. 
ms, but we know them to be groſſe Idalatert, and ſuch as pres 
tend to be Chriſts beſt but are indeed his worſt Bas F< 
mies, and asfor our common Proteſtant that doats fo deyoutly 
you ſhall-find him commonly dib a ſtatute Chri- 


ſtinan, 3 ee eee tion, - 
In a word, if ol the worſhi of this Diang were well ex2- 

mined it would that very few of them are ſuch mighty Ze- 

lots for Chriſt: Ie Na to be, + by Tau earneſt 

oontend ing the Fe: is Nativity: If chere were not 
ry of etl chonde pg 


en, Chriſtmas would 
in the Nader box, the Cookes 
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the Devil then hath rol embers Sri the 
- furphs 


ker; Ti Sextons viiles, the old' mans 
the cho dyes, I emnrs rot meate, the 


Land 


Land · lords Capons, the 40 (Rs vacation, the Gentryes 


Neu- yect I gifts, the Dunkatas good Ale, the Gameſters Delight, 
the Gluttons Miuce - pyes, the Fidlers meat, drink, and money, and 
the De advantage, that makes ſo many cry great is Didra of 
the Epheſians; It is no wonder then that 10. many popiſh, igno- 
rant, idle, deboyſt, ſuperſtitions, Atheiſtical, looſe, and profane peo- 
ple, are unwilling to part with Chtiſtmas, it being a time ſo ſutable 
to their corrupt humours, and baſe luſts. 

v. Conſider, that although piety is pretended,yet al manner of 
profaneneſſe is practiſed theſe twelve dayes, Cuſtome hath made 
Chriſtmas a time of Licentious Liberty, for all ſorts of perſony, as 
if the remembrance of the grace of God which hath 


in 
the gift of Jeſas Chriſt, gave tolleration for men to a in fin 
and wickedueſſe, Gluttony, Prunkeneſſe, Chambring, wuntpueſſe, 


Riot, Exceſſe. Carding & Dicing, ate counted not only lawoful, but 
commendable in Chriftmas, as if by ſuch doings Chriſt were bo- 
noured,and took delight in theſe works of darknefſe. The world is 
now grown to that paſſe, that he who will not run with his Nei 


bors in this excefle of Chriſtmas tyot, or ſhews leaſt di hs | 


of it, ſhal be cenſured fox a ſtrange, and rigid{piriced man It is ve 
ſtrange that in theſe JAE the Goſpel,the Devil ſhould ſadelade 


ChriRians, as to make them do him ſervice, and yet make them be- 


leeve that they ſerve Chriſt; for it is moſt certain, that according to 


che uſual manner of keeping Chriſtmas here in Evgland, the Devil 


and the Butlers box, have carryed away all. the gains from 


riſt hath proved the Devils beſt harveſt. | 
VI. K Paal were afraid of the Gallatians;that he had beſtowed la- 
bor in vain amongſt them, becauſe they obſerved ſome legal Feaſts 


Gal. 4. 10, 11. which yet were formerly of divine inſticution, but 
he fate by the coming of Chriſt, | 


Dn riſt, how much more may we fear 
the ſtate of ſuch ſeeming Chriſtians,as will not be taken off from 
the keeping of ſuch idle, groundleſſe, ſuperſtitious and pr 
Holy-dayes,as-never had any colour of warrant from God,Chriſt 
or his Apoſt . es, but wtre the Inventions either of Pagans or Papiſts 


An nt Idclaters ? Doubtleſſe the Lord will one da 
ſiy to the beſtobſervers of this time of Chris bakregs 


«d this of you? ln what part of my Word have yeu found any com- 
But 


mand'or rule for ſo doing ? 


17 : For of all the whole year, this time (though ſer wg uy 


But much more will he nod. with others of the profan- 
er ſort, and will ſay to them, Who gave you this liberty to turn 
my grace into laſciviouſneſſe? Why do you celibrate my Sonhes 
Nativity with the exceſſe of Ryot ? By what watrarit do you 
ſpend theſe days and nights ſo contrary to my Commandements ? 

O certainly it is to be feared that ſuck practiſes may juſtly cauſe 
the truth of many meos Chriſtianity to be called into queſtion; 
and queſtionlefle if Paul were now alive amongſt us, he would 
bave the ſame-doabt of us he had of the Galati aas. 
Seventhly and laſtly,the Vanity of this feaſt may yet further ap- 
pear, in that it is almoſt utterly aboliſhed in all Chriſtizd Reforms! 
ed Churches (but ours) which upon the breaking forth of the 
light of the Goſpel, have abandoned the grbfle abuſes of this 
time, as an Heatheniſh Antichriſtian bach ſe, becomming none 
but the children of darkneſſe. And I do beleeve that there are few 
or none, whoſe underſtandings are truly 9. Ten with the grice 
of ſaving. knowledge, but do heartily diſlike theſe times, with 
all the fooleries that belong to them, and dare not allow them- 
ſelves tlie liberty that others tace. e gn Fe FAD 


© - Objettions for keeping Chriſtmas, Anſwer el. : 
1 Ob. Thi day aud the other Holy dayes in the Twelftide 
is ſolemnized in memorial of our Sauigurs Nativity aud the 
reſt in honour of the other Saints, to-whoſe names thoſe dos 
are dedicated. | 

Anſ. 1 We know not that Chriſt was born on this day. 
2 It is morelikely that our Saviour was born in Sammer: 
3 We by recept nor ptactiſe from Chriſt or his A- 

fs n 


have neither precept : 
r the keepi * 50 54217 
4 The Sabbath was changed from the ſeventh day to the firſt 
day of the week, in memorial of Chriſt and his benefits, and is ther- 
fore called the Lords da. I | 
5 New - yeeri · day is meerly heatheniſh,and ſo are the cuſtomes 
to ic. 2 | IL 
6 The other dayes were inſtituted by the Popes of Rowe, when 
Ancchrituadarkneſſe overſpead the face of the earth . 
5 * 0 7 


6 
87 1 This Feaſt, tended bh Ba — of Chriſt; and other 


12.4 * The ol ſer vation of Chriſtmas i is af| great Aur 
gf, and hath been continned in the Charch for many ages. 
An. I * popes Kallender is the fitſt Record we have of this 


Feſtival 5; Azguſtins and — 1 Nativity Sermons are adulte 
oe into their 


— Sis Authority is vo ſafe rule for Chri- 
Superſtition, Idolatry, Bigamy, &c, are anci- 
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105 Learwed Biſhops, and other eminent men for 


parts and plety, have obſerved this Fraft, as by end 


ing upon it, and pleading for it, appears, 
1 I, Some good Miviſters ate uſod to preach upon theſe 
days co keep chews out of worſe imployment. 
2 Itisnonew for Biſhops and other learned men, tobe 
3 of lperkules and 8 ofaneneſſe. 
3 . The Scribes and nien inent amongſt the people; 
yet Chriſt nayled them. up for Counterfeits. 


4 Godly men 2 ſighted in ſome things: Bornardus 
non vidit omnia. 


4 0b. Almoſt all en plead for Chriſtmas, and it & kept 
by a general conſent, none 2 2 but 4 few fatFHo ws pre. 


ciſe people. 

Anſ. 1 We muſt not follow a multitude to do evill, Prov. 1, 

2 If wok voyces might carry things, wee ſhould 408 2 mad 
world, Pant had never preached down Dias of the Epbeſtaus, if 


" es of the Commou rr had deen authertica 
boſefew that di 


lixal,witbe ound de 
— underſtanding and piety. 


5 Ob. The long — wn cuſtome of obſerving Chrif- 4 


ma may plead for the continuance of it ſtill. 
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ts, 15 more diſhonour to Chrilt and Chuiſiianitys then the . 


nas, yet not tollerable, becauſe they can plead 


tion and vatiities + thi Fe- 
wa the giddy ignorant mulcirnde,in | 


Ak hs -braken then kape,- 1 


** 
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2 Tit hey high time to put away childiſh things and to lay a- 


| ſide che worksof darkneſſe, now that the grace of God whi 


to all men, and teacheth all men to 


brings ſalvation hath app 8 
2 ungodiinefſe and worldly luſts, to live ſoberly, righteouſſy and 
godly in this preſent world, Tit. 2. 11,12. | 
8 Ob. mme for feeling, and entertainment of neigh- 
- bows, and of givin roles} and doles to poor people. 
A. 1. Hang the D. vil if he have not one trick or other to cheate 


the world: withall.. ... 4 ae 
| at purpoſe as this. 


2 Any other time of the year, is as good for th 

3 The tfaall way of releiving the poor at this time, is, Ifeare, 

_ i and oſtentation. then out of charity and true 

_-. | #54 | 3 

7. Ob. Thewgh ſome have abaſed thi time, as the beſt things 
are 22 to abuſing; yet the abuſe of «thing onght not 


An. 1. This rule holds only in things that are in their own nay! 


ture lawfull and neceflary. - | 42 
5 Thisfeſtival is in it Elfe unneceſſary, ard unlau ful, becauſe 


8 re warrant, and the world may very well pate it, and ther - 


ore being io extreamly abuſed, it may am ought to be utterly a- 
boliſhed. | | 3 
by E Exhortwions, "FER 
I O the Honourable Court of Parliament that they: would: 
cauſe this Romiſh Idoll to be ground to powder, and that 


2 would abſtain from committing whoredome with it them- 
elves. a 
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Cut of l Nele, That they would no lon- 
57 but ſer de 
itbe . 


e to this ungoſpel · like foo! 
on as a repros — 2 
ol ne nexy>years- gifts,and a few cuſtomary Chriſtma 


3 To the two famoys 
a 1021 cotrupting maſter of miſ-rule out of theit Coll 


ter though 
their ex — Img 


for that time. 


Univerſities: That they would 15 this 


edges,nomat- 
eCook and Butler grumble at it, or the Schollers miſſe 


Fothe M ef Xo ers, That they:would bind ie 


ace of his birth. 
icure,and Aroma 


38 TO A. 
fiad out the true time = Chriſts Nativity, 
books. 


langer upon this Babiloniſh; Hag, which hath 
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ſhe e to Order” noche 
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Aiken tothe good behaviour, or ſedd it way 
That they would ſhut theic 
lodge fo © for faſbion ſake,nor let th 


puta 


9 Ta all the people of this Nation, That 22 would dear 
them with her devour looks, pleaſing paſtime, and edlen chear. 


Nitten by bim that loves a Celler of Brawne, 
&” "well 4s ay Common-Councel 
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